CHAPTER III

THE CHAMBERLAIN FAMILY CIRCLE

LIKE another Joseph of old, the young Chamber-
lain flourished exceedingly in this strange land.
Like that other Joseph also he started in a
humble capacity, and relied on his own talents and
grasp of opportunity.  It was not long before they
set him swarming up the ladder. He started at the
bottom of the business and lived in modest lodgings
in Edgbaston.   Soon he was working himself up,
the more so as he was now more companionable
and friendly in manner than had been the case
when he was at school.  He began to work in close
collaboration with his cousin, young Joseph Nettle-
fold, Nettlefold looking after the technical side of
the business, and Chamberlain devoting himself to
sales organization and the commercial aspect. He
showed immediate evidence of his own business
acumen, and was fortunate in working in very
favourable  circumstances,  for the patent which
Nettlefold Senior had acquired speedily gave the
firm an advantage over their rivals, who were forced
to rely on less up-to-date methods.  Amongst the
other activities of the firm which Joseph Chamber-
lain took under his own supervision was that of
travelling.   He was the firm's principal and best
commercial traveller, and made visits to France,
to Ireland, to Germany, and to Scandinavia for the
purpose of making fresh contacts for the firm and
expanding their export market.
In this way money came easily and rapidly, and
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